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Recreation: 

New projects for the Barstow Field Office this year include:  

1)  Sawtooth Canyon Campground (Stoddard Wells OHV Area):  Install 12 campsites, a campground host 
site, vault toilets and group picnic area; 2) Afton Canyon:  Replacement of protective post and cable 
around the Afton Canyon Campground, and re-routing Mojave Road safely across the Mojave River. 

The Washington DC office provided a contractor to conduct a Visual Resource Inventory for the Barstow 
Field Office Area.  We are currently reviewing the draft report. 

Thanks to the Friends of El Mirage and the California Recreation Trails Program, the el Mirage OHV area 
has 21 more designated campsites, including shade armadas, picnic tables, bbqs and fire rings. 

Applications for the El Mirage subgroup are due on 15 June, 2010. 

The Barstow Field office received notice from the OHV Division of Parks and Rec. that we have been 
awarded the following grants for 2011: 

 Law Enforcement:  $272K 

 Safety/Education:  $128K 

 El Mirage Development: $208K 

 Dumont Ground Operations: $258K 

 Friends of el Mirage Grnd Ops: $324K 

 Barstow Field Ops Grnd Ops: $219K 

Barstow Community College (our local Jr. College) has asked the BLM and NPS to host a Career Technical 
Education (CTE) program this summer for 7th and 8th grade students to expose them to a variety of 
career paths early in their educational career.  The program runs for 4 weeks and consists of 3 modules - 
Robotics; Film Production; and Natural Resource Management (guess which one we are doing ;-).   We 
will host 20 students each week from Monday through Thursday beginning the week of June 28th for 
three weeks.  We will have a new set of students each week for a total of 60 students.   The BLM will 



have the students for 2 days and the Park Service will have them for 2 days each week.  The 4th week 
will consist of field trips and an award ceremony. 

Our National Public Lands Day (NPLD) will be held at Rasor Road OHV Area on Saturday, September 
25th.  Everyone is invited. 

Resources: 

Alternative energy continues to be the number one priority of the Barstow Resources Staff.   Lucerne 
Valley Solar is probably the closest project to receiving a Right-of-Way for construction.  This 
Photovoltaic plant is located on 560 acres about eight miles south of Lucerne Valley.  Public Comments 
on the draft EIS for this project ended on the 19th of May.  Barring any further issues, Chevron could be 
authorized to start construction in November, 2010. 

A number of our Wind Applications are being reviewed by the Department of Defense, who has 
expressed concern over the potential negative impacts to military training and testing of new radar 
systems.  DOD would like to see a 30 mile buffer along the Air Corridor east of Edwards AFB.  At this 
time, we're not sure how this potential restriction will impact these applicants. 

We have received the Administrative Draft EIS for the Expansion of the Marine Corps Base at 29 Palms.   
Some of our staff will participate in a weeklong meeting in July to review the document, and 
recommend corrections.  We expect to see the Draft Final EIS in October 2010. 

The Barstow Field Office continues evaluate and close Abandoned Mines in our area.   

Fire 

Fire season is upon us with the temperatures approaching triple digits the annual grasses have cured 
and with the amount of spring precipitation there is a lot of continuous fuel to carry fire. 

The Barstow Field Office Fire staff has been preparing for the upcoming fire season completing all of the 
required annual training and the annual Fire Readiness Inspection. This year the Apple Valley Fire 
Station will be staffed with two Type III Fire Engines each being five person effective , one 3,000 gl. 
water tender, one Type II helicopter with 14 personnel  assigned , one Fire Prevention unit and two 
Chief Officers. To date Apple Valley has responded to several small nuisance fires and has assisted San 
Bernardino County Fire Department on one vegetation fire in the Mojave River bottom near I-15 which 
burned approximately one hundred acres all of which was within San Bernardino County Fire’s 
jurisdiction. 

The Prevention program sponsored a Fire Prevention booth at the San Bernardino County Fair. This 
booth contained displays on Fire resistant building materials, clearance requirements and also makes 
Fire Safe information available to the public with handouts as well as having a Fire Prevention Officer 
available to answer any questions.   

 


